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The date of the house's original construction is unknown. In 1854

it was purchased by James Harlan, who extensively remodeled it in
1872 or 1873, when it became the Harlan family's permanent residence.
At that time Harlan had the addition erected on the west side of

the house, and also had a veranda built along the front. The
veranda was later removed, replaced by a small porch over the front
entrance. In the 1930's a rear portion of the structure was removed.

The house is Italianate in the Venetian tradition, with triangular
pediments and corner pillasters. Five four-light, double-hung
windows, three on the second floor and two on the ground floor,
flank the front door. A wide-bracketed cornice supports a hip
roof conteining a flat lantern. Twin, bracketed bay windows pro-
ject from the east wall. The house is an unusual combination of
Italianate form with classic and high Victorian detail.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James Harlan (1820-1899) was the first Iowan to hold Cabinet rank in
the United States government. A leading Mhig in Iowa politics after
his removal to the state from Indiana in the 1840's, Harlan settled

in Mount Pleasant as president of Iowa Wesleyan College in 1853. Two
years later he won election to the United States Senate, where he soon
shifted his allegiance to the newly formed Republican Party and became
an important spokesman for western interests. During the Civil Yar he
was one of a group of Republican Senators frequently consulted by
President Lincoln, who shortly before his assassination elevated
Harlan to the post of Secretary of the Interior. Harlan served in

in protest against Johnson's Reconstruction policy. He returned to the
Senate the following year to vote for Johnson's impeachment and served

until defeated for re-clection in 1872.

In 1868 his daughter, Mary Eunice Harlan, married Robert Todd Linceln,
son of the martyred sixteenth President, in the house at Mount Pleccant,

In subsequent years Robert Linceln and his family frequently spent their
suminers there. Harlan died at his home in Hount Pleasant in 1829, and
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